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Week ending the 12th April 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Pro men, ro 9 Dates of ee ee examined 
_ BENGALI. 
eee Monthly. : 
1 |“ Bharat Shramajivi” ...  ... | Bar&éhanagar | 4,000 
9 |*RSjshahye Sambid” .,. .. «| R&jshéhye soe |. ceeees 
9 |“Gramvarta Prakashika” ies ... | Comercolly oe 
4, 66 a Pratib 5 eee eee gee Bhawéanipore ees eeesece 
5 66 a bt eee 00 ee ese Calcutta eee veeces 
Bi-monthly. 
6 es Calné& Prakash” eee eee ee Céln& : eee eeeeen 
a ‘6 Hindu Lalané’”’ aie ses see: Nawabgunge, Barrack- eeecece 
pore. 
8 ‘6 Sahayogi”’ eee eee vee Bhawanipore, Calcutta seeces 
Weekly. 
9 | “ Banga Hitaishi”’ si sen »». | Bhaw&nipore, Calcutta aii 
10 | “ Bharat Mihir” a a Mymenangh ove 658 | 3rd April 1879, 
11 66 Bharat Sanskarak’”’ eee ese eee Harinabhi eee eetece | 
12 |‘* Bengal Advertiser”  ... ies . | Ditto - A pene! 
13 | “ Bishwa Dut” Bienes ra ... | Laliganj, Calcutta... names 
14 |“ Bardwan Prachériké”... ..  ...| Bardwan ont 165 
15 | “* Bardwan Sanjivani”... con w»| Ditto nee iiceen Sth _ ditto, 
16 | ‘* Dacca Prakash”’ aa oat .e. | Dacca bas 400 6th ditto. 
17 |“*Education Gazette” ...  ... «| Hooghly ove 1,168 | 4th ditto. 
18 |“ Gramvarté Prakashika”’ sa ... | Comercolly se 200 5th ditto, 
19 | “Hindu Hitaishini”’ nol a ads 300 | 6th ditto. 
20 |“ Hindu Ranjika”  _... oe ... | Beauleah, Réjshabye... 200 
21 |‘ Murshidabad Pratinidhi” ... _ .,.| Berhampore ee 
22 | * Pratikér” bas ee eas Ditto ae 235 
23 |“ Rangpore Dik Prakash” « oo» | KAkinidé, Rangpore ... 250 | 
24 “6 Sadharani’”’ eee eee0e eee Chinsurah eee 616 6th ditto. 
25 | ** Sahachar” ot er ... | Calcutta ini vodata 7th _— ditto. 
26 ne Samachar Sar a ' eee eee ese Allahabad eee eeeees . 
27 |‘ Sambad Bhiaskar”’ a oe ... | Calcutta oa Ee ae 
28 - Sanjivani”’ ese eee eee Mymensingh eee eeeoee | Ist ditto, 
29 |**Sulabha Sam&chér” ... =... oe, | Calcutta sa 56,5600 | 6th — ditto, 
30 |“ Soma Prakash” oe =o wees | DAWAnfpore i 700 
Bi-weekly. 
31 ” Banga Mitra’”’ ees eee eee Calcutta ees 4,000 
Tri-weekly. ae 
32 | ** Samachar ane oR sa wo. | Ditto me sae cen 
aily. 
33 | “* Sambad Prabhakar” _... ae we. | Ditto oad 550 Ist to 8th April 1879. 
34 |‘ Sambad Pirnachandrodaya” ... «| Ditto ops skeen 4th to 8th — ditto. 
35 | ‘* Samachar Chandrika”’ = ... | Ditto Rie 4th and &th: ditto. 
36 ” Banga Vidya Prak&shiké’’ eee éée Ditto ine beeees | 
37 " Arya Mihir” eee eee eee Ditto e9° eesoes | | 
ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
38 | “ Howrah Hitakari” ee men ».. | Bethar, Howrah sa.. 300 
39 | ‘* Murshidabid Patrik&’’... ey ... | Berhampore cae Saveke 
4) | Barisdl Vartabiha”’... ee | Barisal es 
EnauisH anp UrRpv. 
41 | “Urdu Guide” ac ae ... | Calcutta os Sth _— ditto. - 
Urnv. 
Bi-monthly. 
42 |“ Akhbar-ul-Akhiar” ...  ... «| Magzufferpore om eee 
Hrnpt. | 
Weekly. | 
43 | ‘* Behér Bandhu” see or »». | Bankipore, Patna _se.. 509 | 
44 “ Bhiarat Mitra - cone eee ece Calcutta oo | oescee Srd ditto, 
45 | “ Sar Sudhénidhi ” i ae ae Ce, Reine 7th ditto. 
‘ PERSIAN. | 
46 |“Jam-Jahin-numi” ... 4. «| Ditto a 250 | 4th ditto. 
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| SamMaCcnsR 
CHANDRIKA, 
April 4th, 1879. 


SvutraByHa SAMACHAR, 
April 5th, 1879. 


GRAMVABTA 
PRAKASHIKA, 


April 6th, 1879. 


GRaAMVABTA 
PuakKasHiXKa. 


( 2 ) 
- Poxrrroat. coe ree. 
Tan Samdchdr Chandrikd, learns from the Statesman that Yélub Khge 
Yakub Khan’s preparations to — is making every r eparation to fight : he, it 
resist an advanceon Calul.; = geems, is obeying his - father’s injunctions not 
to give up Cabul without a contest; and this he will do, notwithstand; 
the services the English have done for him when he was in prigon, 
Very few such high-minded men as Yaékub Khan are to be seen jp 
these days, for, notwithstanding 10 or 12 years’ inprisonment, he is ready to 
carry out the last words of his deceased parent. Apart from this, Yaékub Khén 
is a hero and a soldier: his courage, bravery and prowess excite admiration 
though these have somewhat diminished since his incarceration ; and althoush 
he cannot stand in comparison with the British Lion, he is, nevertheless 
ready and willing to carry out the behests of his father. It is rumoured tha; 
he is making active preparations, so that this time the English will not be 
able to strike terror into the army and take possession of Cabul. The ice and 
snow hitherto prevented him from making any movements. Spring time has 
now commenced in CAbul, and this is the proper time for fighting : both parties 
are ready for the fray, which will be great indeed. We shall write 
nothing further now. Our worthy friend of the Som Prakash said “ the Amir 
has died and has brought destruction on us.” So it is better to stop here to-day, 
2. Writing of the rumours flying about as to the Amur Shere Alj 
being still alive and Yakub Khan’s father-in- 


Rumours about the Amir being 


alive, and the silence of Government law treating with the English, the Sulabha 

Samachar remarks that Government says 

nothing clearly on the subject. It will occasion, however, not a little surprise, 
if he is really alive. | ee | : 

3. The editor of the Grdmvarta Prakashikd fears Cabul is doomed nov, 

Will the Cabul war be over soonp 4 Wuether the advance be made now or some days 


on the subject. 


hereafter, though at the same time there 
still seems to be a doubt whether the English, though they are advance in 
the direction of the city, will, without good reflection, attackit. It does not 
seem, too, that Yakub Khan will hastily make a peace, because it appears 
from the newspapers that he has been reconciled to his step-brother. Many, 
too, doubt whether the Amir Shere Alt is really dead after all: possibly the 
news has been spread with a view to deceive the English. The amicable under- 
standing between the two brothers leads us to suppose that the report of the 
death of the Amer is not true, for had he not been alive, one of these two 
would have sought the protection of the English. If the recent news about 
Cabul be true, it does not appear that the war will soon cease. There 
cannot be said to have been any war all this while, for no ‘obstacle was” 
placed in the way of the English, or opposition offered by the Caéulese, who 
will, however, now do all they can to face the English. It will be folly on 
their part so to do, and any expectation of Russian aid is but an illusion: 
however, they will not leave Cabué without making a disturbance. — Tiven 
if the rumours of Abdul Rahman Khan’s returning with Russian aid be 
true, this will avail them nothing, for they must be defeated. It seems 
Government will have to wait some time before this war closes, and great 
will be the loss to it. But even if Cdédul were taken, Government could 
never expect to recoup itself. We, therefore, pray to God that the English 
may quickly close the war by taking possession of Cdéul and unfurling the 
standard of victory. over the city. ee TE 
4. Referring to the petition forwarded by the British Indian Associa- 
wie sek of the -Alshen war. tion, to be presented through Lord North- 


brook and Mr. Gladstone, to Parliament — 


and the assurance of the Secretary of State, to the effect that India wa 
in a solvent and prosperous condition, and could easily bear the costs of the 


(sy 
war, the editor of the Grimodrid Prakdshibd remarks that stl India is left 


without a friend amongst its rulers to plead its cause, for the ‘Secretary of 


' is quite wrong in his assertion about India’s prosperity. The public 
coeur coils: tes revenue, and loans are resorted to. The e incial 
taxes, too, have increased; the people are poor and starving, an a large 
majority of them plunged in debt; and the poor autry, after all their 


abour, are in a wretched state. The price of ell articles has considerably 
ry and the people exist merely by reason of their proverbial frugality. To 
throw then the costs of the war on such a people, who are SO heavily taxed, 
ig merely laying the axe at the root of their livilihood, and leaving them 
nothing whereon to subsist. a : naa, 
5. People, says the Dacca Prakash, were in hopes that the Afyhan war 

. would cluse with the death of Shere Al, and 
ana cst oa these hopes were strengthened by the intelligence 


as to negotiations going on with Ydékub Khan; but present circumstances 


and tidings as to the military preparations of the Afghans lead us to think that 
the end is far off now. Yakub Khan, it appears from the Civil’ and Military 
Gazette, has collected an army of 25,000 men to oppose the entrance of the 
English into Caébul. He does not seem to reflect that he must eventuall 

succumb, and intends stopping the advance of the Hnglish beyond Jellalabad 

We cannot say what has led to such boldness in Yékub Khan, whether it is 
because he considers himself a great warrior, is sure of the attachment of his 
people, or is certain of secret Russian aid. The recent crossing over the Caspian 
Sea of a large body of Russian troops leads to the last conclusion. It is also 
said that Sardar Abdul Rahman Khan has arrived at Balkh with Russian 
aid. Again we do not believe the assertions of Russia, that she will remain 
passive, because she has always had an eye on British India, so that it is not 
improbable she will go to war with England, keeping Ydkub Khan between. 


Is it surprising that Russia, seeing England involved in Zulu land and Burma | 


may take this opportunity of befriending Yakub Khan? Be this as it may, 
the public are of opinion for many reasons that the flames of war will spread 
further in Afghanistan. The English, too, are preparing and are on the look- 
out, Major Cavagnari had recently an interview with the Governor-General. 
We would strongly advise our Government to close the Afyhan war as speedily 
as possible, and put an end thereby to an excessive waste of treasure. 
6. After giving a sketch of the career of the late Ameer Shere Ali, 
: the Sadharani of the 6th April observes as 
ane late Samer ene 00. follows: ** Though usually described as a wild 
barbarian, Shere Ali was not a fool. He knew that both Russia and Eng- 
land merely pretended to be his friends. They had no other than selfish 
objects in view. The only difference between the two was that while the 
British Government wished to deprive him of his independence at once, 


Russia, though she was actuated by the same motive, could not soon carry out 


her intentions. Men placed in such circumstances lose all hope. The 
Amir, therefore, said whatever the fates had in store for him was welcouve, 
but he would not allow any English Resident to enter his country. 
7. The Hindu Hitaishint, in a lengthy article extending to about two 
England’s supremacy and present COluo.ns, praises Lord Beaconsfield for the 
“erated position amongst thenations. great and elevated position to which he has 
brought England from her past lassitude and supineness. The French can- 
hot now call the English a nation of shop-keepers. Russia spent men and 
money in the late Turkish war, and England got Cyprus for nothing. Lord 
Beaconsfield has defeated Russia in her designs on Afghanistan and India, 
and made her keep off at a respectable distance. Asfor us we admire English 
Justice and beneficence and would tremble with fear if England thought of 


Dacoa PrakaszH, 
April 6th, 1879. 


SaDHARANI, 
April 6th, 1879. 


Hiyp Hirarsurm1, 
April 6th, 1879. 


(4) 


leaving us. It is therefore we are always ready to protest against anything 
done by our Government, which, we think, might bring disgrace or shame 
upon it, and always wish its honor and glory to be.in the ascendant. We 
are glad at Russia being shut out, but must protest against our being made 
to pay the costs of the /ghan war. We have no belief in Russia being 
able to meet England in war. England which was formerly called a 
second-rate Power has now attained first. rank amongst the nations. 


Pousrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


sient 8. Writing of the dismissal from the Government service of Pandita Har ) 
Apeil 1st, 1670. | Sahai, Subordinate Judge of Farukhabad for 
PB sae MoS Faire of Har Satai. late his contretemps with Mr. Saunders, the Judge, 


_ and his rumoured restoration by the Viceroy 
with the view to complete his eight months’ service for pension, the Sanjivani 
of Mymensingh remarks that, from the reported circumstances of the case, 
a many are of: opinion that the Judge has been guilty of gross injustice. 
5 The Englishman, which generally espouses the cause of the European, 
3 concurs in the above and blames the English Judge. If Lord Lytton 

believes the Subordinate Judge to be innocent, he should reinstate him; - 
if otherwise let him be punished. If Government is willing to allow the 
Pandit his pension he cannot be considered guilty. In our opinion a 
commission should be appointed to investigate the whole matter. If Judge 
Saunders has been guilty of oppression towards the Pandit, let him be 
punished. 

Sunsrvan, . . 9, Thesame paper says that Act IX, which bound the Vernacular Press 
Be ees and journals hand and foot, has fallen like a 
_ The stoppage of the Som Prakdsh. = thunderbolt on the devoted head of the 
Som Prakdsh, which was the leading organ, the instructor and guide of 
the native press. We believe that Government became annoyed with the 
above journal for its strenuous opposition to the Afghan war and the 
remarks it felt bound to make on the subject. It ceased to exist because it 
could not afford to risk Rs. 1,000 for the bond it was required to enter into. 
With the demise of the Som Prakash nothing remains of the Vernacular 
Press. Its editor very correctly stated that the Amir was dead and had 
brought destruction on it also. How can any one have a healthy existence with 
a constant fear of a thunderbolt falling on his head. We are unable to 
unravel what our Government is contemplating, and have hitherto also 
failed to elicit of what sin, crime, or disloyalty we have been guilty. Our eyes 
fill with tears to think of the pious Victoria, and are these the fruits? We 
have hitherto been allowed full liberty of speech freely to represent our 
grievances, and never haye we dreamt even of wishing ill to our sovereign 
or her delegates. Yes: we have cried out to our mother against some tyrannl- 
cal Englishmen whom we look upon as step-brothers and enemies. All 
that the Bengali has been guilty of is of speaking out plainly when he 
has had cause for it, and to do this was liberty given him. 


Buanar Mints, 10. The following observations are taken from the Bharat Mihir of 
April 8rd, 187. the 8rd April :—We have repeatedly observed that the people in England 
a receive earlier all important intelligence regard- 


ing India than we do here, and that it is echoed 
back to us by Reuter. It is our misfortune that such intelligence does not 
fall within the vision of the Press Commissioner. Perhaps it is not correct to 
say 80; perhaps he does not think it proper to communicate such intelligence 
to us at first. The other day we learnt that the Indian Government had 
F: applied to the Home Government for‘a loan of two millions. ‘We could not 
4 then know the reason why. Now, again, we find among Reuter’s telegrams 
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that the Indian Government had applied to the British House of Commons 


‘or a temporary loan of ten millions without: interest, and that the two 
aillions above referred to were wanted for the p of the war. Reuter 


t this loan of ten millions is required to meet the ordinary expen- 
ae 7 ‘he Indian Government. The Indian Government has waked 


the limit of its borrowing power. 


The Under-Secretary ——— all 
jiscussion and agitation on the eubject. 


We cannot fathom this mystery. 


Aloan of ten millions! What for? When there is a separate applica- 
“on for a loan of two millions for the war, we cannot say that this 


loan also is for the purposes of the war. This money is not to be 
spent on extraordinary public works, or in the purchase of silver to meet 
the loss by exchange; the loan is for the purpose of meeting the ordinary 
expenditure of the current year. A loan of ten millions for meeting the 
ordinary expenditure of a single year! To our limited and darkened under- 
standing this political and economical mystery seems to be impenetrable. 
Has a new conflagration occurred on the Cabul frontier? Circumstances 
do not seem to indicate this. We wait, however, with anxiety for trust- 


worthy intelligence. 

11. The following remarks are culled from another article in the same 
paper:—We have often said that Government does not exercise sufficient 
control and supervision over the Public 
Works Department, and the money of this 
department is wasted in various ways. The Madras harbour works have 
undergone construction and destruction several times. The Bombay 
High Court buildings have cost 10 or 12 lakhs, and even now what 
do we hear? The High Court and General Post Office buildings. at 
Calcutta had to be repaired before they approached anything like completion. 
How this happens we have never seen Government instituting a searching 
inquiry to discover. Even those extraordinary public works on which 
millions of borrowed money are spent from year to year are not bringing in 
expected profits. In recent years in Bengal alone 9 or 10 millions have 
been devoted to the canals. The profits are} per cent per annum. Govern- 
ment has spent 14 millions on Orissa canals, with the result that it has 
annually to bear aloss of more than 14 lakhs of rupees. There has been an 
expenditure of 60 lakhs on Midnapore canals; profits m#/; annual loss, 


The Public Works Department. 


Rs. 50,000. The editor thinks that railways will prove more remunerative 


and commends the purchase of the East Indian Railway line by Govern- 


ment, while he is of opinion that Government has done well in leaving the. 


management in the hands of ‘the East Indian Railway Company. 


12. The Bhdrat Mitra, a Hindi paper, makes the following comment 
on the state of the Indian Exchequer :—The 
budget of 1879-80, says the writer, exhibits 
; a deficit of Rs. 1,69,50,000, which proves the 
exceedingly bad state of the finances of this country. Our body trembles 
when we begin to think of each item separately. The proceeds of the license 
tax, which was imposed to relieve famine pressure and distress, have been all 
spent and the treasury is in a bad state. Again itis difficult to calculate the 
expenditure lavished on the C4bul war. Twenty Jakhs have been put down 
this, but no one can say that this sum will not be exceeded. Then if 
mee comes in (which God forbid), 20 crores will not suffice. At all events 
lakhs is too small a sum to put down as the probable costs of the Afghan 
war, Further, the loss on exchange has been ruinous. Had we but a good 
‘conomist to manage our finances, the new loan of five crores would have 
” spared us. Four crores were lost in exchange. It would therefore be 
etter for Government to devise some means whereby a larger income may be, 


The budget deficit in Indian exche- 
quer and distress of the people. 
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Buarat Mrarz, 
April 3rd, 1879. 
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Buirat Mirza, 
April 8rd, 1879. 
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BuaraT Mirra, 
April 8rd, 1879. 


SutasHA SamMacHaR, 
April 6th, 1879. 


GRAMVABTA 
PRAKASHIKA, 


April 6th, 1879. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
April 6th, 1879. 
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secured than to go on incurring greater expenditure. -O, readers! instead ; 
this it is our bad fate and misfortune to see Lord Lytton taking off the 
cotton duties, and this too at a time when India is in such distress, Al) thi, 


-has been done for the sake of Manchester, which, it appears from a regent 


telegram, is yet far from satisfied, and is urging an entire remission of the 
cotton duties to the extent cf 80 dakhs, as witness a large meeting held for 


the purpose at Preston. Our Government is likely, therefore, to be a loser 


to that extent. 


18. A correspondent signing himself “ Ajudhyalél” writes some verses 
‘aie from Calcutta, which are meant as a short 

wee eenons drama, where all are weeping at the death of 
poor old mother India from the distress she is suffering. The English are 
overrunning O4bul at the expense of the lives of India’s sons, whilst war is 
going on at the same time with Zulu land and Burmah. Added to this, we 
hear of taxes on all sides; the Press Act has throttled India and the vernacular 
papers weep at India’s demise. The people are selling their all to meet the 


taxation demands, and are going about ahungered with their wives and 
children. 


14. The Sulabha Samdchara writes, saying that the Som Prakdsh, the 


: principal Bengali paper, has ceased to exist 
The stoppage of the Som Zratéss. because of its having fallen under the dis- 
pleasure of Government. The editor bade no farewell to the public. 


The other papers will live as half dead after the shutting up of the one 
all looked upon as chief. The little independence which had been allowed 
the press, even after the passing of the Press Act, cannot be availed of 
because of fear of a demand being made for bonds and consequent disgrace, 
so that there will in a manner be a cessation of reviewing the measures 
of Government. There will perhaps be no harm or fear if the native editors 
choose to criticize administrative affairs in the English language. The 
Bengali character must be given up, for it is difficult to be independent and 
yet keep the Press Act in constant view. One must be very wary in doing 
so. He only will be safe on whom the Government smiles, 


15. Not having sega the last number of the Som Prakash sa 
ramvdarté Prakdshikea fears that the thunder- 

The stoppage of the Som Frukdsh. — Holt of section 6 of Act IX of 1878, which 
had so long been hovering in the atmosphere, has at last fallen on the head 


of this newspaper to the great regret of the Bengalis, who valued it.so much. 
It is hoped that the Government will reconsider the matter. 


16. The Government, sane the Dacca Prakdsh, brought all bt 
penalties of. Act [IX to bear against the Som 

The stoppage of the Som Prakdsh. —'Prakdsh, which put an en i to the paper; 
for what Bengali journal could afford to pay so large a deposit as Rs. 1,000? 
The penalty was quite disproportionate to the offence of publishing the 
letter of a correspondent, and we thought the printer would be let off with 
the warning in the Gazette; but, like an insect which falls into the fire 
and perishes therein, the Som Prakdsh has experienced the ire of Gov- 
ernment for atrivial fault and has perished. Other vernacular papers must 
take a warning from the fate of the Som Prakdsh, and now know what 
course to follow and what to expect. Expression of independent opinion 
has in a manner been stopped. The death of the Som Prakdsh is the 
lead to the extinction of other papers sooner or later which do not 
choose to follow the views of Government. The matter should be taken Up 
and agitated everywhere without fear of the censure of Government. ‘The 
Indian Association who have deputed Bdbu Lalmohan Ghosha to agitate 
certain questions in England, should instruct him also to reopen the question 


of repealing the Vernacular Press Act and bring up in conjunction therewith 
the case of the Som Prakash. BOTR i ti , ai et Ret 
17, Although, writes the same paper the Indian Government has, 


ee contrary to the opinions of political econo 
Are Manchester's expectations never = ists and the shrieks of the public, given up 


to be satisfied P 


20 dakhe of revente to please Manchester, that 
body is not yet content. There have been meetings held where the cotton 


‘nners not satisfied with a partial remission have insisted upon a 
repeal of all duties on imported cotton goods. It ap too that 


rd Hartington and Mr. Grant Duff will be persuaded to support the 
bition Yet Manchester does not seem grateful to either the Indian 
Government or the Secretary of State for all that has been done by them for 
her. We would not have been surprized if she had stopped but here ; no, she 
must go still farther and show a great affection for the Indian laborers by 
trying to have their hours of labor curtailed. India knows her designs; all 
this has been done because she could not bear to see her cotton goods go 
out of the Indian market by the erection of mills in this country. Man- 
chester could do nothing with America and other foreign markets, so she 
took to troubling India. Again, there are some who say that Manchester has 
become emboldened in her mischievous career because of Government having 
given in to her wishes, and that she is not afraid of troubling Government 
whenever she has anything to get. We appeal to the principles of free 
trade; there is no use of wasting words in argument. If Government 
respects our interests and pities the Bombay mill-owners, Manchester will 
never be able to injure India. Our prayer is that our Government be alive 
to the protection of the interests of India and give no more support to 
Manchester. | 

18, The following observations are extracted from the opening editor 
: in the Sadharant of the 6th Apnl:—It is 
precisely a year since the license tax came into 
operation. Who can tell to what sufferirgs and oppressions the poor and 
the helpless have been subjected during this one year? ‘Truth to tell, if 
Mr. Strachey, who imposed this tax, went to the mofussil and saw with his own 
eyes how the tax was being levied, he could not but reproach himself. We 
know that in imposing the tax Government was actuated by good motives. 
But when, to provide against future famine, Government expressed its 
intention to impose the license tax, with the exception of one or two 
English newspapers all unanimously prayed that some other tax might be 
imposed, the burden of which, instead of falling on the poor, might fall on 
those who could save something. Whatever the reason might be, Govern- 
ment then did not listen to this prayer. But let it now open its eyes and see 
what ruin has been brought upon the country by its disregard of public 
opinion. 

The editor proceeds to show how the tax is calculated to reduce a poor 
man, who hardly gets a full meal a day, to the condition of a beggar, and then 
remarks as follows:—-We do not think so much of our own poverty. To 
one immersed in the ocean of poverty, what matters it whether the mass of 
waters over his head rises or falls a little on a certain day. We are anxious, 
however, for our Government. We can bear everything, but we cannot 
bear to hear our rulers blamed. Since the imposition of this tax we hear 
but one voice everywhere. In the streets,in the market, in the fields, 

rests and cremation grounds, everywhere it is said, “we are dying under 
the pressure of taxation.” The poor hitherto looked upon their 
rulers as lords of boundless wealth. They had a faith in the generosity 
and large-heartedness of their English rulers. But this faith has been 
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shaken since their appearance in the shape of assessors ‘at their doors, 
The tax is leading to a still more serious mischief, which can no longer be 
concealed. Ever since Government expressed its determination to impose 


= 


. the tax there has ‘been an increase of discontent among the people. The 


tax is calculated to foment the flame of discontent. Those from whom 
Government has determined to raise the license tax live from hand to 
mouth. Government has gone to take a share of their hard-earned bread 
while it has exempted the rich. It is therefore not to be wondered at if dis. 
content be thus increased. | 
The editor traces the irregularities that occurred in connection with 
the assessment and collection of the license tax to the following causes— 
(1) There were very few educated men among the assessors. In the 
performance of their duties many have conducted their inquiries by means of — 
ons or inferior officers of the same class; and even where the assessors _ 
ave been personally present, many of them have made their assessments 
relying upon the statements of the village chowkeedars. (2) It was left to 
the discretion of the assessors to determine whether a person of the sixth 
class, with an income ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 200, is to be placed in 
the. first grade or the second. This discretion has not been properly 
exercised. (8) Another principal defect of the assessors was that many of 
them tried to assess as highly as they could with a view to secure the favour 
of Government. (4) There were difficulties in the way of successfully 
appealing to proper authorities. (5) The mode of collection was also very 
unfair. The assessors moved about from place to place;‘and to follow 
them the poor people had to endure much hardship and to incur much 
expense. 

‘ 19. Referring to the recent meeting held at the Town Hall under 
| the auspices of the Indian Association relative 
to the costs of the Afghan war, and the remis- 
sion of the cotton duties, the Hindu Mitatshini 
- remarks that the public in general quite 
approve of the resolution to petition Parliament on the subject, for is it at all 
fair that India should be made to bear the whole of the costs of the Afghan 
war? The English cabinet at first said that this country would have to 
bear-a-portion-only-of the-costs? Is it not then cruelty to saddle her with 
two crores of rupeesnow? Yet with all this Manchester has got off a 
portion of the cotton duties. Was not the imposition of the license tax 
ata period of long standing famine a dire calamity for India? Is it 
eompassion for this country that led Government to remit a portion of the 
cotton duties, because Manchester goods could not vie or compete with the 
coarse fabrics turned out by the Bombay mills? When a deputation waited 
the other day on Lord Lytton, with a view to have all this remedied, he 
showed his displeasure to the members composing it. The Indian Associa- 
tion has moved in the above matters, and we hope all who have the interests 
of India at heart will join it in going up to Parliament. The English as a 
rule allow free discussion, and it is much to be regretted that a deputation 
like that which approached Lord Lytton should have been insulted. 
Since many in England now take an interest in Indian affairs, we have 
every hope that the questions of the Afghan war and the remission of the 
cotton duties will receive careful consideration. 

20. Adverting to the report lately circulated that, having been 

The report of the untimely death of required to enter into a bail bond, the Sahachar 
pret nse had ceased to exist, the Sabachar of the 7th 
April, observes as follows:—The fact is that Government has not called 
upon the Sahachar to enter into abail bond. He may condemn a particular 
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of Government, or attack the polic rticn! but 
are loyally attached to the fundamental principles ‘of the ‘Indian 
Government and. to. Her Imperial Majesty. ‘He is aware, let historians say 
what they will, that mever was this country so well governed, or. such 
rogress made within so short a time. He kr at if the British 
Government left this country, there would immediately be a repetition of 
the Mahbratta invasion. There is no nation on the face of the earth that can 
take the place of the present rulers. The Sahackar will point out the defects, 
¢ there be any, in the system of administration, and the errors, if there be 
any, of particular individuals. But the fundamental principle by which his 
actions are governed is that “ the orders of the ruler must always be obeyed.’ 
Protest if you will, but you must first obey. The Sahachar has no 
sympathy with those who do not obey thelaw. Nothing is to be done which 
creates in the minds of the people a feeling of. disrespect and disaffection 
towards the rulers, because among the members of our Government there 
areno bad men. Erroris nosin. The Sahachar will fearlessly point out 
the mistakes of the rulers, and advise his countrymen to adopt the remedy 
rescribed by law. But in the hour of danger all must stand by the 
overnment; there would then be no room for discussion, and increased 
taxes must be paid without exchanging a word. Such is the procedure 
adopted by the Sahachar, and so long as he continues to do so he has no fear. 
The rulers also do not expect more than this. They encourage agitation on 
all subjects, but say, “‘do nothing that will create in the minds of the 
eople a feeling of disrespect and dislike towards us.’ The Sahachar 
nows this and will act accordingly. , 

21. In an article on ‘“ Russian administration” the same paper 
remarks :—The present system of Indian admin- 
_- istration is not fulfilling all our expectations. 
We long for the system that obtains in the colonies of England. The 
colonies are governed by their own houses of representatives and tax 
themselves ; we wish to have similar powers. Yet the people of this country 
should know that there is greater freedom here than in Germany. WNot- 
withstanding the Press Act we occupy a higher position than the writers 
of France and- Germany, not to speak of Russia. At present there is 
rivalry between England and Russia in Asia. The reader knows that the 
Sahachar hates the Russian system of administration. What we say may 
therefore be ascribed to prejudice. The editor then gives a translated 
extract from a letter in the Pall Mall Gazette on the present Russian system 
of administration and thus concludes :—‘ We are protesting so often against 
the Press Act and bail bond. In Russia there would have been a summary 
treatment adopted. ‘Two policé officers would have visited us at midnight 
and told us to proceed at once to Siberia. There would have been no time to 
bid farewell to members of one’s family. Such is Russia, and such is the way 
in which the Russian system deals with men. When such is the condition 
of the Russians themselves, who can tell what is the fate of the people 
subject to theirsway. At times we violently attack our Government. But 
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compare the two Governments and you will easily find out on whieh side the 


superiority lies. In this country none can be sent to jail without trial. 
In consequence of Lord Lytton’s error the publicists have indeed lost this 
nght, yet we possess twenty times more freedom than the subjects of Russia. 
22. After quoting certain figures from the Bengalee, regarding the 

The Indian army expenditure,  ©Cessive expenditure of the Indian army, the 
same paper observes:—We say that if the mili- 

tary system of the East India Company were revived, the expenditure would 
not be more than ten millions sterling a year; and if the guns, &c., were 
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factured by the Indian Government in this country, there would be g 
farther penton ef expenditure. Our rulers should, in thé first ptace, ee 
to the army. The army absorbs the largest share of the revenue, yet thi, 
country hag not an atmy like that of the first-class Powers of Europe,  ¢ 
a war With Rossia were to-occut, it would :be necessary to bring an gem 
from England. What would it ¢dst then? How long would it take 
recover from the shock?’ | 
-. 23.. The Burdwan _— _— io aston gy see bette tg 
; | readers to show the extremely unsatisfa ‘stat 
State of the Indian finances, =» of the Indian fitiances =~ 7 pe 
lst,-The expenditure during the present financial yéar will be oné 
ae and @ half crores in exces# of the Government income: 
2nd-—The fund created for famine purposes has been all abvyotbed 
| in the general expenditure ; er er} 
8rd.—Though the cost of the Afyhan war has been put down at 
) twenty (20) laklis, yet fo one can now tell how long the 
war will last, or how much it will cost at the end; 
4th.—The Government of India loses about four crorés of Rupecs 
annually by exchatge on account of the depreciation of 
silver in the European market ; as | 
5th—The Home Governuient has promised to lend the Indian 
Government 20 lakhs of rupees, buf none can say how it is 
to be repaid ; i 
6th-—The Government has again had to open a loan for 5 crores 
of rupees at 4 per cent interest. 
7th.—The revenue derived from opium, &c., is gradually diminishing, 
In fact never was the Governmént of India in so poverty-stricken a state: 
notwithstanding the excessive taxation, we wonder then at the advice under 
which our Government in such straits has taken to remitting the cotton 
duties on Manchester goods, losing 20 lakhs thereby ; whilst, on the other 
hand, the Gecretary of State for India only the other day said that the Indian 
treasury would have a surplus of 50 lakhs, — | 
24. The Ananda Bazar Patriké of the 2nd April has been received. 
It will be noticed in our next report. 


Locat. 


25. The Manickguage correspondeat of the Bhdrat Mihir, of the 
ord April, notices the frequent occurrence of 
dacoities in those parts, atid the arrival thére 
of the well-known Baboo Nava Krishna Ghosha, of the detective police 
force, who, he believes, will succeed in putting down the evil-doers. 
26. The Faridpore correspondent of the same paper gives an account 
A disturbance and murder at chur Of a disturbance that. occurred at. chur Bhadra- 
See. _. san, eight or nine niiles from Faridpore. Most 
of the ryote of the locality are Mahomedans, and a fakir' seems to have 
instigated them to defy the constituted authorities, holding out the hope of a 
revival of the Mahomedan empire. A member of the punchayet who went 
to give them good advice was murdered, and three or fout constables severely 
wounded. The fakir and some other persons have been arrested; their trial 
has commenced. : 
27. The Orissa corres pendent of A Sehachar notices the oppreei™ 
: caused by the appearance of Survey Avs 
as ee : spite! 4mns in the mofussil. “They must be well fed aid 
well paid, otherwise they harass the people in various ways. The zemindars 
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to please them and the ig have to suffer, as the zemindars throw the 
burden upon the ryots. The same writer condemns as excessively high 
pee oe | the rates at which the rents have recently been 
ee enhanced in Cuttack. He says that o to 


this serious increase of rent man ryots have already been obliged to desert 
their homesteads, &c., and to betake themselves to flight. ) 


MiscELLANEOUS. : a 

28. Thesons of respectable people, says the Sulabha Samdchdr, are Svtssms Samscmsz, = = 
DiBealty of obtaining enaployinnt. unable any more to manage for themselves, 4?" 5. 187. a 
Natives of respectability opening as it is so very difficult to get employment 
—— now-a-days. An ordinary idle can earn his 
Rs, 20 easily a month, whereas a Bengali sterané (or clerk} cannot geta 
salary of ten or fifteen rupees. Some few respectable people have at last 
opened a fruiterer’s shop. To this there can be no objection when a man * 
earns his bread by the sweat of his brow. The native Washerman Company, a 
it is said, has failed. 4 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.L., 
Bengali Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 12th April 1879. — 


Bengal Sect. Press—T’. Y.—Reg. No. 798—15-4-79. 


